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HOW TO USE THE PORTFOLIO 

STEP-BY-STEP INSTRUCTIONS 

The following steps will help you achieve the best results from using 

the grasslands portfolio:  

STEP 1: SETTING THE LOCAL CONTEXT 

 Read the following sections of the portfolio:    

 Introduction 

 Intended Users 

 Priority Grasslands Initiative 

 Overview of the Portfolio 

 Overview of the Thompson Basin Ecosection 

These will provide you with an understanding of the purpose 

and context of the portfolio. 

STEP 2: LOCATING PRIORITY AREAS 

 Turn to the Atlas Key Map and locate the atlas map(s) 

that cover your general area(s) of interest.  

 Review the appropriate atlas map(s) and locate Terrestrial 

Priority Grasslands, Riparian Priority Grasslands, and 

Working Landscape Grasslands within your area of interest. 

STEP 3: IDENTIFYING AND MANAGING PRIORITY AREAS 

 See Figure 1 

Terrestrial Priority Grasslands: 

 Identify the priority area name (e.g., Abbey Road) using 

the atlas maps. 

 Turn to the corresponding Priority Area Summary for a 

detailed description of the priority area. 

 Identify the specific values represented in the priority 

area.  

 Turn to Priority Area Summary Features for 

definitions and explanations of some of these values. 

 Refer to Strategic Recommendations for Terrestrial 

and Riparian Priority Grasslands for details on how to 

incorporate priority areas into land use planning 

decisions. 

 

 

 

Sagebrush Mariposa Lily 
Photo: Richard Doucette 

Steep Grassland 
Photo: Richard Doucette 

Sharp-tailed Grouse 
Photo: Ernest Leupin 
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Big Sagebrush 
Photo: Richard Doucette 

 

 

STEP 3: IDENTIFYING AND MANAGING PRIORITY AREAS (cont.) 

 See Figure 1 

Riparian Priority Grasslands (outside of terrestrial priority 

grasslands): 

 Refer to Strategic Recommendations for Terrestrial 

and Riparian Priority Grasslands for details on how to 

incorporate priority areas into land use planning 

decisions. 

Working Landscape Grasslands (outside of priority 

grasslands): 

 Refer to Strategic Recommendations for Working 

Landscape Grasslands for GCC consultation 

recommendations and details on how to include grassland 

values, in particular, species at risk important  habitat 

(i.e., dens and nests), throughout the landscape in land 

use planning decisions. 

STEP 4: ACCOUNTING FOR THE PORTFOLIO’S LIMITATIONS 

 Read Uses and Limitations of the Portfolio to ensure you are 

using the priority area information appropriately.  

STEP 5: UNDERSTANDING THE BROADER CONTEXT 

 Read Additional Background Information and  

Supplementary Maps to gain an overview of grasslands and 

associated ecosystems, ranching and recreation within the 

Thompson Basin Ecosection. 

STEP 6: UNDERSTANDING THE LANGUAGE  

 Refer  to Glossary to understand technical and new 

terminology contained within this document. 

 

OBTAINING DIGITAL PRODUCTS 

Nearly all of the synthesized data within this portfolio are publicly 

available through numerous sources. However, in a few cases, 

sensitive information (e.g., red-listed and blue-listed species at risk 

and archaeological data) was incorporated into the analysis. In order 

to protect that information, two versions of the portfolio are 

available. One version, which includes reference and mapping of 

sensitive information, will be available only if the GCC has received 

proper approvals from the data custodians (e.g., B.C. Conservation 

Data Centre, Archaeology Branch of the B.C. Ministry of Tourism, 

Culture and the Arts). Please contact the GCC or the respective data 

 

Silky Lupine 
Photo: Richard Doucette 
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custodians, to discuss the possibility of obtaining this sensitive 

information. A public version of the portfolio and GIS layers, which 

does not include sensitive data, is currently available only upon 

request from the GCC but will be available in the future from the 

following websites: 

 GCC website: http://www.bcgrasslands.org 

 Land and Resources Data Warehouse (LRDW) and iMapBC 

web mapping application: http://geobc.gov.bc.ca 

Many of the data sources are continually updated, in particular the 

species a risk data. It is recommended that the most up-to-date data 

be referenced prior to making any land use decisions. The GCC will 

strive to update this portfolio in three to five years. 

 

OVERVIEW OF THE THOMPSON BASIN 
ECOSECTION 

The Thompson Basin Ecosection contains 13% (98,340 ha) of B.C.’s 

grasslands, which is more than any other ecosection in the province. 

More than a third (38%) of these lands are privately owned
4
.
 
The 

main factors influencing the existence of grasslands in this region are 

the elevational gradient of the Thompson Basin and the rain shadow 

effect of the Coast and Cascade Mountains. 

 

GRASSLANDS AND ASSOCIATED ECOSYSTEMS 

Three categories of 

grasslands have been 

defined in the province: 

lower, middle, and upper 

(Table 1). These can be 

further described by 

biogeoclimatic unit 

according to B.C.’s 

Biogeoclimatic 

Ecosystem Classification 
(BEC) system.

5,
 
6
 The BEC 

system is widely used by 

ecologists and other 

professionals to describe 

various characteristics of 

any given plant community 

within a broad ecological 

context. 

http://www.bcgrasslands.org/
http://geobc.gov.bc.ca/
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Grassland Categories and BEC Zones

23,880, 

24%

35,884, 

37%

24,431, 

25%

13,395, 

14%

Lower Grasslands (BGxh2) Middle Grasslands (BGxw1)

Upper Grasslands (IDFxh2) Ponderosa Pine (PPxh2)

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Table 1: Categories of Grasslands Found in the Thompson 
Basini 

 Lower 

Grasslands 

Middle 

Grasslands 

Upper 

Grasslands 

BEC zones predominantly 

BGxh2 (Very Dry 

Hot Bunchgrass 

variant) 

predominantly 

BGxw1 (Very 

Dry Warm 

Bunchgrass 

variant) 

IDFxh2             

(Very Dry Hot 

Interior 

Douglas-fir 

variant) 

Elevation ~300 m (valley 

bottoms) to 

around 700 m 

~700 – 850 m ~850 – 1100 

m
7
 

Size 35,884 ha 13,395 ha  23,880 ha 

Dominant 

plant 

community 

big sagebrush and 

bluebunch 

wheatgrass 

bluebunch 

wheatgrass 

rough fescue 

Comments located primarily 

in the Thompson 

Valley from 

Pritchard to 

Spences Bridge
8
 

climate is cooler 

and moister than 

the lower 

grasslands 

coolest and 

moistest 

grassland 

category 

i
 The PPXh2 (Very Dry Hot Ponderosa Pine variant; 24,431 ha) also includes a 

large area of grasslands, but it occurs in all three grassland categories. 




