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CONDUCTING PHOTO-POINT 
MONITORING
Photographic records are an important part of 
monitoring your grasslands. Photo-point monitoring 
involves taking three photos of the same site regularly 
with every assessment. 

Comparison of these photos, along with the written notes made 
when they were taken, will give useful information about the status 
of your grassland—is the health of your grassland community 
improving, stable, or deteriorating? Consistent and repeated 
comparisons over time are key to effective monitoring.

Assessing grassland status and trend over time is most accurate 
when you use a combination of grassland assessment and photo-
point monitoring. This dual approach ensures that all indicators 
of grassland status are assessed and recorded for future reference, 
which is critical to repeatable and accurate comparisons. This will 
help you determine if your management strategies are achieving 
anticipated goals. They also help you make decisions regarding 
necessary management changes. 

How to Do Photo-Point Monitoring 
This section takes you through the process of setting up your  
photo-points, taking the pictures, and storing your records. 

Over time photo-point 
monitoring documents 
changes in the vegetation. 
It yields objective and visual 
documentation of the  
plant community (general 
species composition and 
structure). When applied 
consistently – yearly or 
every other year – photo-
point monitoring provides 
an effective visual tool for 
comparison of the grassland 
community.  PHOTO BRUNO 
DELESALLE
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Pasture B

Bill Ranger

May 15, 2009

Camera point 1, Photo 1, Close-up

FB81 50°40’ 21” 120°20’ 21”

25 ha, uniform pasture, mainly bluebunch & shrub

Big sagebrush and Bluebunch wheatgrass

Bill Ranger

9 am

B-2009-1

B-2009-2

B-2009-3

Camera point 1, Photo 2, Landscape

Camera point 2, Photo 3, Landscape
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50° 40’ 21” 120° 20’ 21”

variable, rel. flat south 500m

Big Sagebrush Bluebunch Wheatgrass

Apparent trend is stable. Stability and 

productivity of site needs to be monitored 

carefully. Changes in grazing practices may 

be required and considered. Objective to 

move toward slightly altered condition.

May 15,2009




